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10. THE MAINTENANCE OF LOCAL GEOLOGICAL SITES IN THE 
 MALVERN HILLS AONB  
 

 
Background 1. The varied and distinctive geology of the Malvern Hills 

AONB is one of the defining features of the area, giving 
rise to its distinctive scenery and providing interest and 
enjoyment to many people.  Within the  AONB, a quarter 
of the Sites of Special Scientific Interest are designated in 
part, because of their geology. 47 Local Geological Sites 
have also been designated in the area and each of these 
has an interesting story to tell.  

 
2. In common with almost all the other features which 

contribute to the natural beauty of the AONB, geological 
sites need management if they are to attain and then 
remain in good condition. Often, this management 
involves 'keeping nature at bay' by preventing exposures 
of rock from becoming over-grown and obscured by 
vegetation. Unfortunately, there is no dedicated resource 
available for such work, especially outside of the SSSI 
network. For this reason, the AONB management plan 
(2014-19) states that very few Local Geological Sites are 
managed effectively. This point is made evident by data in 
the State of the AONB report (2014) which suggests that 
there has been an overall deterioration in the condition of 
LGS within the AONB since 2008.  

 

Summary 
 

3. The Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage 
Trust (H&WEHT) is at the fore front of efforts to care for 
the distinctive geology of the area. For example, its 
'Champions' project – initiated in 2008 and funded until 
2011 by the Heritage Lottery Fund - set out to equip local 
volunteers to understand and care for their local 
geological sites. Under this project volunteers carried out 
a variety of management works at 6 Champions sites 
within the AONB.  

 
4. The Malvern Hills AONB Partnership assists H&WEHT in 

its geodiversity conservation work where and when it can. 
In 2014, the AONB Sustainable Development Fund 
provided a one-off grant to the Heritage Trust to restore 
up to 6 sites with a group of volunteers. The volunteers 
were supplied with tools and provisions, and supervised 
carefully by Dr John Payne.  Despite the tough tasks 
involved in restoring geosites, the volunteers remain keen 
to do more; and there is much more to be done. 
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5. As valuable and worthy as these discrete projects are, 

effective care of the many geological assets in the area 
would be best achieved by a moderate amount of ongoing 
effort by a team, rather than by stop-start project activity 
by one or two individuals. Policy VP1 in the AONB 
management plan is to 'Support effective voluntary 
activity, in all its shapes and forms, that helps deliver the 
AONB management plan', whilst Policy VP3 is to 'Develop 
and support networks of volunteers able to assist in 
specialist activities.'  Objective GO1 in the plan is to 
'Protect important geological and geomorphological sites'.  

 
6. Therefore, it would be consistent with the Management 

Plan if the restoration and management of important 
geological sites took place under the steam of volunteers, 
and on a more regular basis. This could require a small 
amount of annual investment (£1,000 - £1,500) in the 
volunteers for provisions, supervision and tools.  

 
  

Recommendation 
 

7. The Committee is recommended to: 
 

a) Consider the merits and issues involved in 
providing a regular contribution towards 
volunteers for geosite management, possibly on 
an annual basis. 

 
b) Identify and discuss alternative options for 

keeping geosites in good condition.  
  

 
  
 


